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MARTIN'S GROCERY: 93 YEARS OF SERVICE

as an outstanding
business man would have to be George Martin. In my
personal opinion if his father L.G.Martin was any like
One man I must say I can admire

George he was one
George

first

fantastic person.

hand as an employee of

I have observed

his business which

hasbeen known as Martin's finer foods for a number of
years. This small grocery store which started as many
do with no name behind them and grew to a small store
with a name behind them to which they should be proud of.
This small family business started in the year of

the founder L.G.Martin and his brothers Joe,
John, and Bert. They were located at 9th and Campbell.
At this time there was no self service where one could
pick up his or her items at their own leisure. The four
brothers were there to help you get what one needed of
the shelves. This was a very slow process unlike today,
where it takes no time at all. The reason it was so slow
was because the persons grocery's were done one item at
a time. At this present time all grocety's were basicly
1897 by

bought on the basis of a charge system which continued

right

up

till

November of 1979.

all that

This charge system was a

at the store. At
this same time beans,tea,potatoes,coffe beans,etc., were
weighed out on a balance scale. The coffe beans that
nice conveince for

shopped

were bought were then ground by hand on a coffe grinding
machine.

As

any one can see

vacumn packed cans then out

it is easier to by coffe in
of fifty pound bags. At this

time unlike today bread came unwrapped or for that
matter unsliced. This bread which was stored in glass
bins inside the store was delivered at three-o'clock in
same

the morning. Whoever delivered the bread at this early
hour in the morning put the bread in what was known as a
bread box outside the store. This box was nothing more
than a wooden squared of box. Canned goods were in the
stores at this time and were heavy and bulky to handle.
Lighting for this first store was your basic gas lighting.
The first cooler that the Martin's had was a walk-in
with ice trays on top which were put blocks of ice.
These blocks of ice would last about five days then would
have to be replaced. The Martin's hours at this time
was from six o'clock in the morning to six thirty in the
evening. The store was not open on sunday since this
was a day of church. By the year 1901 L.G. Martin had
bought out his three other brothers and owned the store
soley by himself.

In the year 1905 L.G. Martin moved the store to
the southern city limits which was 30th and Euclid. Here
he continued to proceed in his business until his death
in 1940. This store was three times the size of the

first store.

He bought

his produce at the city market,

This produce had the tops still on them and
.were not cleaned up as nice as they are today. At about
this same time he started to give away calenders, he had
1898-1940.

extra fancy ones for those customers which were good and
he also had plain for those who were not of real quality
considered customers.

His

store

had

three parts; hardware,

the city got its
two phone systems in,the home and the bell, the store
received both this all happened shortly before World
War I about 1915. After the phones went in they could
then solicite orders over thephone and one would deliver
them to the people. This was also the accepted method
at this time. Before W.W.I the Martin's had four ford
model-T pick-up trucks, as the war rolled around they lost
their drivers and fell to one truck. This one truck was
driven by George's mother or sister and his brother shagged
the boxes to the truck and then to the houses. By 1915
wrapped bread came to the stores and by 1925 it came sliced.
This bread was basicly white. In 1930 L.G. Martin was
buying the stock from three to five wholesale grocery houses.
Until 1927 or1928 there was no meat display all meat
was cut to order. When the weather was not to hot outside
there was some precutmeat and it sat on marble slab that
meat,and the grocery departments.

As

cooled during the night. The meat department in this
store was behind doors this was actually the cooler it was

was

a

full

room.

In 1933 George started full time because of the
tough times and being unable to pursue his medical career.
At

this time the store

employed a number of

relatives,

his Uncle Roy,mother for thirty previos years, and his
brother. His Uncle Joe also worked at the store and
had an apartment above the store. Joe worked for the store
for some 25 or 30 years on a peg-leg for ten dollars a
week. George's fathers brother—in-law Roy was the butcher
but he would have rathered(worked on the truck since
they needed frequent repairs. From 1905 to 1930 George
lived across the street from the store. In 1939 George
married and in 1941 shortly before Pearl Harbor was bombed

the store to 79th and mercier the present
spot of McGonigle's. The store went from waiting on the
customer to self service they could do more business this
way.At this time they occupied half the building and a
drugist the other half. Because of a storm the night
before opening day they operated on candlelight and dry
ice the first three days. When business at this location
George moved

they made popcorn or fudge and on some occasions
they threw rotten apples to the horses in the feild across
the street. The total area of his store fell in size but

was slow

'

the business was better. By the end of his five year
lease the city of Kansas City had plans to tear the building
down to put ward parkway through. For the next five

years while he was looking for a location he considered
entering another type of business. George then located
some ground at somerset and lee boulavard that was zoned
for business only. George with the help of his cousin
Cliff Brisbois put up the building that is still there
today. George had three times the floor space, continued
the charges, but he discontinued the delivery service.
He had prepackaged meat know and his grocery's were coming
from the A.G. Warehouse which his father help start in
1929 in the basement of one of the other grocers from
the basement it moved to 22nd and Harrison then 1933 troost
to fairfax in 1965 to its present location on Kansas Ave.
His meat came from 12 diffrent meat packers each had to
be paid each week by a check. This was troublesome since
this had to be done for everyone. Swift soon delivered
and billed through A.G. After swift started this others
soon followed this type of delivery and billing. A.G.
soon acted as a clearing house it was convenient since
the grocers just had to make out one check each week
payable to the warehouse. Cliff and George rented the
whole of the building out and the store was considered
a tenant and paid rent to the corporation. The store
occupied about 40% of the building at this time. The rest
of the area was rented out to stores such as hobby, barber,
cleaners, drug store, beauty salon, and a young girls shop.

On

August 20, 1964 George opened the

Silver Dollar

Market in West Plains, Missouri. His manager at this
time was Jim Calldron. The doors of this store was made
out of 99 actual silver dollars. These silver dollars
were minted in 1887 in the Philadelphia mint. After
being minted they were forgotten. In February of 1964
a bag of 1,000 coins was found in the corner of the mint
and were untouched since being coined. The market bought

these coins at a premium and had them put in the door.
In the year of 1965 Dan, George's son came on as
stayed until about 1975, when he left
to do something else. Dan soon returned in the later
part of 1979 to give his father time to have an operation
a manager.

and

Dan

to recuperate.

George never returned to the

store

as owner manager and sold the store.
Seven or eight years after the LeawoOd store was
built a store room and basement with a loading dock was
built for an added convience to the store. Later this
proved to be a wise move that was done.

the progression of time rolls around so does the
turn over of businesses in an area. Martin's Finer Foods
was just another one of those businesses that turned over.
the store may now be under another name, but the memory
As

of this store shall always be around in those who remember
George and

his store which he

owned.

Information

far this research

was provided

for

by George

Martin on the evening of Wednesday the 18th of Febuary
1981 at 9:00 o'clock in the evening.

picture of the original
Martin's Brother Grocery

Washington Ave., S. H. Henry had founded the
first planing mill and lumber yard here in 1885. To
the East on Broadway he built the old Gulf Hotel.
On the Northwest side of the square C. Rosser
had a hardware store where Neathery Electric now
is located. 1n the rear was a produce house where
the farmers sold their chickens, eggs and furs.
B. B. Carter also had a hardware store and HillWhitmire was a dry goods store on the Northeast
section of the square where Eads Store is now lo—
cated. C. T. Aid had already started a store that
was to later become Aid Hardware Co. which is
the only store on the square in 1887 that is still in
existance. The West Plains Bank opened in 1880.
The only other business in continuous existence
since that time is the law firm of Green and Green
which was founded b H. D. Green's maternal
grandfather, Col. Wi liam Monks, a Civil War
hero of this area. In 1887 Col. Monks also had in
his firm H. D. Green Sr. , the father of West Plains'
present attorney of the same name. Col. Monks also
had a hotel East of where the telephone company

now is

located.

There were two newspapers in West Plains, the
Howell County Gazette founded in 1881 and the
West Plains Journal founded in 1870 by B. F. Olden and Sam Risley. In 1887 J. A. Truex was its

x-n
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editor.

A prominent physician of that time was Dr. H.
C. E. Shuttee whose son, Dr. H. C. Shuttee, remained here to practice medicine when the father
went to Nicaragua in 1884 to manage a banana
plantation, where he died in 1887. The son was an
ear, eye, nose and throat specialist as well as a
surgeon.

Then there was Dr. Nichols who was faithful to
go out into the rural areas to treat his patients, and
A. J. Stephens whowas to specialize in gynecology
was farming in Howell Valley to earn enough to
finish medical school in St. Louis where he gradu-

ated four years later.

The town spring over which the present post
office is built was surrounded by a park and the
Caldwell house on Curry St. was the only structure
between there and the Oak Lawn Cemetery. Townspeople had to wind through a gladed area to get to
the cemetery when bereavement befell them.
Almost every home had its own cow pasture in
1887 and cow paths through the woods connected
one home with another in that decade of the 1880's
when the population of the caunty grew from the
8,000'5 to more than 18,000 in 1890.
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The new and the old are combined today in West
Plainsas the Silver Dollar Market, the city's newest,
most modern supermarket, opens its doors decorated
with 99 actual silver dollars minted in 1887. These
silver dollars imbedded in the glass are brilliant
uncirculated coins which were minted in Philadel—
phia, Pa. in 1887 and promptly forgotten. They are
truly collectors' items.
In February, 1964 a bag of 1,000 of the coins
was found inacorner of the Philadelphia mint where
they had been untouched since coined. The Silver
Dollar Market purchased these coins, paying a
premium because they are now so scarce and desirable as collectors' items.
The collector's item silver dollars are known as
the Morgan dollars and were designed by George T.
Morgan, formerly a pupilonyon in the Royal mint
in London. His initial M is found at the truncation
of the neck, at the last tress.

It also appears on the reverse on the left-hand
loop of the ribbon but is very difficult to detect.
Only nine years before these 1887 silver dollars
were minted, the legal tender character was restored
to the silver dollar by the Bland-Allison Act.
These 1887 silverdollars have the seven feathers
the eagle's tail. About the time the coins were
minted L. G. Martin, the father of the present
owner of the Silver Dollar Market, who is George
L. Martin, opened his first grocery store in Kansas
Cit . It was a friendly, neighborhood grocery shop
wit the cracker barrel and pot-bellied stove. This
is the atmosphere George Martin grew up in and one
which he keeps to this day even in his modern supermarket which was opened in Leawood, the first
shopping center in Kansas City in 1950.
in

The decade in which the silver dollars were
minted in Philadelphia was one of growth for West
Plains which boasted 2,091 persons by 1890.

Brick for the Silver Dollar Market came from
the old Christa Hogan Hospital, built in West Plains
in 1890 asa college, and from the old Arcade Hotel
constructed about 10 years later.

Only four years before the 1887 silver dollars
were minted a new Howell County Court House of
brick was built in the center of the square at a cost
of $15,000.
That same year the Kansas City Fort Scott and
Memphis Railroad was built through the town and it

carried here the Washington family, descendants of
the brother of George Washington, the father of the
U.S. The Washington family built a house on what
is now Jefferson St. next door to the site of the new
Silver Dollar Market.
Sam Risley, the first postmaster of the town,
is now Broadway and between Washington Ave. and Jefferson. Across the
street from the Washington home was that of Hay—
don Livingston, one of the earliest attorneys in
West Plains, and two blocks south was the home of
the pioneer Dr. J. C. B. Dixon who was still practicing at the age of 62 in 1887.

hada home south of what

The decade of the 1880's saw four churches,
the First Baptist, the First Christian, the First Presbyterian, and All Saints' Episcopal, built here. Masons and Methodists had joined together earlier
(before 1880) to build a two-story structure on
Washington Ave. as a meeting place.
The first floor was used as a church and the
second floor as a lodge hall. By mutual consent the
building was sold in 1884 and the Masons rented
the third floor of the new court house, and the
Methodists built a new church on Washington Ave.

Probably the foremost business in West Plains in
1887 was the S. J. Langston Mercantile Co. owned
by Samuel Jackson Langston and his brother, Thomas
Jefferson Langston, who moved their store from the
little country hamlet of Langston, two miles East,
to West Plains in 1883 when the railroad was built
The store was located at the north corner of East
Main St. and the square where Anthony's now is.
Besides clothing, dry goods and groceries, they

bought produce.

Compare the Martin Super Market of the 1887 era
with the modern Silver Dollar Market of today.

In 1887 most of the business buildings were
around the square and along East Main St. They
were of frame construction. Washington Ave. was
developing as freight was hauled up the hill from
the depot. At the bottom of the hill where Swanson Lumber Co. is now located at Broadway and

